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Introduction

From August 25" to September 10", all basketball fans across the globe will be following along as
the best players on earth battle it out for the 2023 FIBA World Cup Championship.

As the Philippines, Indonesia, and Japan all get ready to host basketball players from all
continents, we fans at home continue to get more and more excited as the 2023 FIBA World Cup
approaches. This year marks the 19th version of its kind and the rst time in history that multiple
countries host the prestigious tournament.

The three beautiful and cultured cities of Manila, Jakarta, and Okinawa will host the group phase.
Manila will also host the following knockout games until we nd this year's champions!

All'in all, 32 nations will compete across eight groups of four teams. The two top-seeded teams
from each group will go through to the second phase of the group stage. Here, 16 teams will
compete to reach the knockout stage in four groups of four. Again, the two top-seeded teams
from the group advance, but this time they enter into the knockout stage, where they will be
ghting for gold, silver, and bronze.

In this guide, I, with help from my colleagues, will take you closer to 12 of the 32 nations. These
12 teams are the strongest candidates for a deep run at the 2023 FIBA World Cup. Every team
preview will include an introduction to the team, star player, and local insight from a colleague in
the country, giving you the best possible insight on what to expect.

About the author

For the last few years, I've worked full-time in basketball, whether writing, analyzing, or betting. My name
is Andreas Krogh Mgrup, I'm 25 and from Denmark. | follow the NBA and international tournaments
intensively, and when time allows it, | also enjoy the Euroleague.

One of my passions is to turn other people into fans of the greatest sport on earth. To do that, you must
provide value. That is what | believe this guide to be: valuable.

Thank you for reading. And now, let’s get into the guide!

Business and contact information
Mail: Andreas@betbetter.gg - WhatsApp: +45 50 73 32 10 - Twitter/X: @AndreasKrogh4



Groups

Top-two teams from each group advance to the second group phase

Group A

Group B

Angola South Sudan
Dominican Republic Serbia
Philippines China

Italy Puerto Rico
Group C Group D
USA Egypt

Greece Mexico
Jordan Montenegro
New Zealand Lithuania

Group E

Group F

Germany Slovenia
Finland Cape Verde
Australia Georgia
NETETY Venezuela
Group G Group H
Iran Canada
Spain Latvia

Cote d’lvoire France

Brazil Lebanon




Team Preview

Below you can see the nations featured in the team preview section.

Each team is split into tree sections

* An introduction
 Star to watch

* Local insight from a journalist, commentator, or coach
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Team USA is once again a massive favorite coming into
the World Cup. But the last time, it didn’t go to plan.
Even that would be an understatement. The Americans
nished seventh in the 2019 World Cup, their worst
international result to date. However, they did secure
Gold in the 2021 Olympics in Japan.

Steve Kerr has chosen a young but balanced roster
with plenty of upside on both ends of the oor, both
vital keys to FIBA basketball success. The Americans
start the tournament as favorites, but can they live up
to the high expectations?

Their prep game against Spain (August 13th) left much
to be desired. The defense consistently collapsed,
leaving open shooters, mismatches in the post, or open
lanes for La Roja on most possessions. Although this is
worrisome, it may be good. Now Team USA can adjust
and learn from this experience.

Star to Watch - Anthony Edwards

Few players are ever compared to arguably the greatest
player of all time, Michael Jordan, but Anthony “Ant”
Edwards is an exception. The Timberwolves guard has
absurd athleticism, can shoot, and has massive upside
as a defender. He seems to improve from month to
month and, at times, from day to day.

It's hard to pick one single player from this Team USA
roster. Still, Anthony Edwards has real potential to be
the future best player in the world. He's just turned 22,
and that baf es me. This is his moment to shine in front
of the whole world. Edwards is a winner and will make
winning plays when it matters the most!

s

The Local - Joe Dellera and Jordan @PropBomb
NBA experts and Action Network contributors

This year’s roster is not as top-heavy as one would
expect. None of the 12 members have received
recognition on the All-NBA teams or played for the
national team at the senior level. Instead, the roster is
a balanced "team-ball” build with a defensive identity,
lled with young talented players who will punish
opponents on the other end in transition, ideally via
fastbreaks.

With the leadership of Jalen Brunson and the elite
playmaking of Tyrese Haliburton, Team USA has plenty
of elite point guard play to facilitate this offense. With at
least one of these two on the oor at all times, the team
should effectively be able to run Coach Kerr’s offense.
It should come as no surprise that Kerr is electing to
use Paolo Banchero and Jaren Jackson Jr as smaller
ves that can stretch the oor.

Based on the preliminary games, the starting lineup

for Team USA looks to be Brunson, Edwards, Ingram,
Bridges, and Jackson Jr. This team is fascinating
because of its versatility—most players can stretch

the oor offensively while also being able to attack the
rim. On the defensive side of the ball, they will primarily
rely on their ability to switch everything, and with this
personnel, they can size up or down, switch, hedge,
trap, etc.

We are bullish on their chances to win as a young and
talented team; however, for the rst time in years, there
may be games where Team USA does not have the
most talented player on the court at any given time.



Once again, legendary coach Sergio Scariolo has
assembled a roster that, on paper, doesn't look like
a world-beater. But don't let the names fool you. The
defending World Cup and EuroBasket champions
should never be underestimated.

The Spaniards will be without one of Europe’s best point
guards, Lorenzo Brown. It's a massive punch in the face
to lose arguably their best player from EuroBasket last
year. His replacement was set to be Ricky Rubio—an
NBA veteran, but suddenly, he is also unavailable. Get
well soon, Ricky!

Most people will be underestimating this team. However,
they almost always rise to the occasion, and with Sergio
Scariolo once again managing the troops, Spain will

be disappointed with anything other than metal. As
fans, we can expect fundamentally sound offense and
extremely disciplined defense: a team for the basketball
connoisseurs!

Star to Watch - Willy Hernangomez

Who else can you choose? Willy Hernangomez

was named tournament MVP when Spain lifted the
EuroBasket trophy last summer. Willy might not be a star
in the NBA, but for Spain, he is by far their best player
and performer.

Coach Sergio Scariolo trusts Willy more than anyone,
and without Lorenzo Brown, we can expect W.
Hernangomez to be Spain’s go-to scorer when things
get dicey. Both Hernangomez brothers must perform
well with Spain’s absences, especially Willy. Expect him
to average nearly 20 points per game, as Spain will build
their offensive game plans around him.

The Local - Carlos Santos
Journalist at Radio Marca

Our gold medal at last year's EuroBasket is one of the
most unexpected and impressive successes of the
Spanish basketball team: a legendary team that once
again will exceed expectations during this World Cup.
Those that underestimate this team will regret it. We
always end up surpassing any and all expectations.

It is indisputable that the absences of Ricky Rubio and
Lorenzo Brown hurt Spain’s overall potential. However,
we will face this tournament with a more complete

team than at EuroBasket. We have the Hernangomez
brothers, Juancho and Willy, as leaders with a point to
prove, the eternal Rudy Fernandez, with his seniority and
leadership, and the return of illustrious gures such as
Llull, Abrines, and Claver—not to forget the con dence
and youth of Juan Nufiez and Santi Aldama.

We have a complete roster directed by the main artist
of all, the best selector in the world, Sergio Scariolo.
The rst challenge for Spain must be to reach the
quarter nals. That would mean direct quali cation for the
Olympics in Paris, but that will require beating favorites
like France or Canada on the way.

This is another championship where Spain is not the
favorite but a candidate that has already shown it can
compete against anyone. Reaching the semi nals
seems a realistic challenge for the reigning European
and World Cup Champions. And from there, as always,
you can dream.



It's safe to say that Canadian expectations have never
been higher. Coach Jordi Fernandez has assembled

a roster that only a few nations can dream of. NBA
superstar Shai Gilgeous-Alexander headlines the squad,
but it doesn't stop there. They have the best duo in the
tournament, as NBA Champion Jamal Murray rounds out
their one-two-punch with Gilgeous-Alexander.

Canada lacks depth at center and power forward, but
their 1-3 is world-class. Coach Fernandez will have his
work cut out defending the rim, but a lengthy roster will
help to create lots of weakside blocks and pressure.

Sitting in Group H with France, Latvia, and Lebanon, they
must play well from the rst tip-off. Chances have never
been greater for a gold medal, but the Canadians will
have their work cut out for them.

Star to Watch - Shai Gilgeous-Alexander

If it weren't for Luka Doncic being at the World Cup,

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander would be the best player in

the tournament. SGA averaged a ridiculous 31.4 points
this latest NBA season and led the OKC Thunder to a
surprising Play-in Tournament appearance. He was even
an MVP candidate for much of the season!

Shai is the best one-on-one scorer in the NBA, making
him a candidate for this World Cup’s MVP and scoring
title. Jamal Murray is there to take some offensive
pressure off Shai, but we can expect SGA to be the clear
leader on this Canadian team.

The Local - Esfandir Baraheni
Lead NBA Reporter at SDPN Sports

This is the rst time the word “expectations” can be used
for basketball in Canada. In the past, there have been
aspirations. There have been hopes: even moments,
but expectations? To expect this team to not only

be competent but to compete and potentially win an
international tournament at this level? Nope, never.

Canada has the second-most amount of NBA talent
headed into the World Cup, but even then, questions
lie ahead. Doubts linger. On paper, this team is by far
the most talented the country has ever touted and,
without a doubt, the most tantalizing outside the regular
powerhouses of the United States, Spain, and France.

Having an All-NBA talent in Gilgeous-Alexander,
potentially an NBA Champion in Jamal Murray, and plenty
of other starter-level NBAers in RJ Barrett, Lu Dort, Dwight
Powell, and Kelly Olynyk is a good start, but it's nothing
without a plan.

Newly appointed head coach, Jordi Fernandez, hasn't
had much time to implement his version of the plan,
taking on the job mere weeks before the start of training
camp. This team needs to coalesce quickly and nd a
way to turn NBA talent into FIBA wins.

The team has enough talent to go far even without Jamal
Murray, but how far depends on this team playing up to
its defensive potential with a roster loaded with rangy
wing forwards and long guards that can be a menace.

The country has entered the Golden Age of Basketball,
and this roster embodies that. The results of this
tournament have to live up to the hype, though.



France is a proud basketball nation, making this roster
slightly underwhelming. The French signi cantly lack
offensive star power. What kept them a oat at last
year's EuroBasket was their incredible defense and
slightly lucky run of opponents. But their path and
competition are much different at the World Cup.

It remains to be seen if France can score with the
best. There must be a slight worry regarding offensive
production when your best scorer (Evan Fournier) only
played seven NBA games last season, and your best
player is solely a defensive player (Rudy Gobert).

France will always be competitive, but challenging for
a top three seems unlikely. Victor Wembanyama would
have been a much-needed offensive spark, but we, as
fans, must wait until next year's Olympics to see the
young unicorn break into the international scene.

Star to Watch - Rudy Gobert

“The Sti e Tower” has a big summer ahead of him,

as he needs to prove to himself and coach Vincent
Collet, that he deserves the starting center spot when
France hosts the Olympics next year. Both Victor
Wembanyama and Joel Embiid are rumored to suit up
for France in Paris.

Gobert will try to lead his nation to a medal and
top-three nish for now. We know he will perform
defensively. Now he must show that he can be a much
bigger factor offensively. He'll give you 20 points and
12+ rebounds on his best days. Unfortunately, those
days are rare to come by. Time to prove yourself,
Rudy!

The Local - Alexandre Lacoste
Journalist at BeBasket.fr

The clock is ticking for the French national team.

The 1992 generation, led by Evan Fournier and Rudy
Gobert, is arguably the best generation for France
ever. Friends since their teenage years, the two NBA
veterans are multi-medalists ( ve podiums) but are yet
to win gold. ”I am fed up with bronze and silver,” said
Rudy Gobert last year during EuroBasket before, once
again, falling against Spain in the nal. That loss was
painful, and time is running out for the duo.

On the other hand, the consistency of France is
astonishing. We are the only team to have won medals
at the last three international tournaments: 3rd at the
World Cup 2019, 2nd at the Olympics 2021, and 2nd
at EuroBasket 2022.

The only negative note of the summer so far is the
injury of Frank Ntilikina. The point guard spot was
already one of our question marks, and his absence
leaves Sylvain Francisco as the only true point guard
due to Thomas Heurtel being suspended by the
confederation for playing in Russia. A lot of pressure
on the young Sylvain Francisco, who's a newcomer at
this level of competition.

We are undefeated in our six prep games so far. The
team has shown both weaknesses and strengths.
One weakness has been our offensive rebounding,
but our defense, chemistry, and teamplay have been
excellent. The return of Nando De Colo and Nicolas
Batum has been great (they didn’t play last summer).
The expectations are always extremely high for
France!



Aussie! Aussie! Aussie! After achieving their rst-ever
international medal (bronze) at the latest Olympics, the
Boomers are determined to reach another top three
when they visit their neighboring countries in the north.

Headlined by one of the best young players in the NBA,
Josh Giddey, there are plenty of great players on this
edition of the Australian team. Josh Green will provide
solid 2-way play. Patty Mills turns into a superstar for
the Boomers. On top of that, names like Dante Exum,
Joe Ingles, Matisse Thybulle, and Dyson Daniels
constitute a recipe for success.

Playing in the “Group of Death” with Germany, Finland,
and Japan, they'll need to start strong.

Star to Watch - Josh Giddey

The OKC Thunder are again represented in the “Star
to Watch” segment, as Josh Giddey is the man of the
hour for the Boomers. While Giddey plays second

ddle to SGA in their everyday life in Oklahoma, he is a
true star in the making on the international scene.

He’s been a playmaking machine since his NBL days
at the Adelaide 36ers, and during the previous NBA
season, he showed promising signs of becoming a
much better scorer.

Giddey will act as the Aussie’s maestro. He will surely
put on a show and likely be on triple-double watch in
almost every game. Beautiful passes are a guarantee
when the 20-year-old Australian steps on the oor.

The Local - Steve @Ace_Previews
Founder of Ace Previews & Chief Content Editor

After a country-best bronze medal at the Tokyo
Olympics, the Australian Boomers look to continue
their momentum on the international stage with another
strong showing at the FIBA World Cup. However,
shockwaves have been sent through the team before
the tournament even begins.

The Boomers went 2-1 in warm-up games, defeating
Venezuela & South Sudan before losing to Brazil in
what was considered a shock. Centre Jock Landale
returned against South Sudan, having overcome an
ankle issue in training camp, and lasted less than a
guarter before injuring his other ankle. He is out...

The Boomers are now short on big men, relying on
Duop Reath, Nick Kay, Xavier Cooks, and even Jack
White to hold the fort against bigger-bodied opposition.
There will be a focus on small-ball basketball now, and
the Boomers still have enough talent to be a threat
against most teams.

Led by Josh Giddey at the point, the team is largely full
of NBA players. It'll be an athletic and fast-paced team
with Patty Mills, Josh Green, Dante Exum, Matisse
Thybulle, and Dyson Daniels all featuring in the 12-man
squad.

Joe Ingles will provide an experienced mind alongside
Patty Mills—navigating the weeks ahead. Although
they won't be at full strength for this World Cup, the
Boomers will put their best foot forward in an exciting
period ahead for the national team.
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Slovenia

The Slovenians ended last summer’s EuroBasket on
a sour note and will be fueled by revenge. They got
upset, as Poland knocked them out in the quarter-
nals, leading by as many as 19 points at halftime.
Slovenia did make a great comeback, but it didn’t
matter. The bookmakers had only given the Poles a
10% chance of victory.

Luka Doncic didn't look like a leader in this game, far
from it. Such great players must be held accountable;
the team’s success relies on him being a better leader.

With Goran Dragic gone, Luka Doncic has to step
up and lead this team. We know he’ll perform well
in the big moments, but the complaining and visible
frustration must stop.

Star to watch - Luka Doncic

This is an obvious choice for basketball fans when
choosing a player from Slovenia. But if you are
unfamiliar with Luka Doncic, here are some facts:
Luka is one of the world’s best players. As a 19-year-
old, he won the prestigious EuroLeague MVP (best
competition outside the NBA) after leading Real
Madrid to the title as EuroLeague Champions.

Soon after, he entered the NBA Draft and was
selected #2 overall. Luka has been a star since

his rookie season, always delivering monstrous
performances and highlights. He is a 4x NBA All-Star
and 4x All-NBA First Team. Some day he will also be
the NBA MVP.

Luka Doncic is electric and a guaranteed highlight
reel. Slovenia goes as far as he takes them.

The Local - Miha Penko
Basketball commentator at Sportklub

The Slovenian national team will try to x last year’s
failure at EuroBasket. The expectations are big, but
are we realistic enough to believe it? | am not sure
about that. Slovenia is nothing more than an average
team—but we have Luka Doncic. And his presence
changes the whole picture.

Our preparation games so far: wins vs. China and
Montenegro, but losses vs. Greece, Spain, and Team
USA. Without NBA Champion Vlatko an ar, team
captain Edo Muri , and young Jurij Macura, who are
all out due to injuries, we are set to play without our
three best forwards. That means Luka Doncic must
complete their defensive assignments due to his size.

Our naturalized player, Mike Tobey, is again set to |l
out our center and stretch-5 position after “beating”
Jordan Morgan for the job. Tobey is vital for us.

Jaka Blazic, Zoran Dragic, and Gregor Hrovat need
to be at a high level defensively. They must be
aggressive and ready to run in transition. Klemen
Prepelic will try to show that he is still one of the best
shooters in Europe and the best sixth man possible.
He is without a club this season—for the rst time in
10 years. Motivation won't be an issue.

The draw was good; Slovenia should nish at the top
of their group. Then we need to survive the second
group stage. We know what Luka Doncic can do in
the knockout stage. Quarter nals would be a good
result, but we dream of more.
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One of EuroBasket 2022’s darlings—Gli Azzurri. Not only
do they play a beautiful brand of basketball, they also
have one of the most charismatic coaches in the world,
Gianmarco Pozzecco. Headlined by Simone Fontecchio,
this version of the Italian national team is not to be
underestimated.

Offensively we can expect the ball to y around, often
centered around the aforementioned Fontecchio. Coach
Pozzecco intends to run small-ball lineups with bigs who
can shoot, which will always cause opponents defensive
issues. However, this also weakens the Italians on the
opposite end (their defense).

Gli Azzurri's problem will be their defense. Running a
small lineup can create issues, especially defending the
paint. Alessandro Pajola will be their defensive ace vs.
guards/wings, but the Italian bigs will be a weak point
defensively.

Star to Watch - Simone Fontecchio

The lItalian ace, Simone Fontecchio, headlines Gli
Azzurri's roster for the third summer in a row. After
leading his team to impressive quarter nals at both the
Olympics in 2021 and EuroBasket in 2022, Fontecchio
is now ready for the World Cup. Coach Pozzecco can
always count on his star!

The Utah Jazz guard showed strong play and got real
minutes toward the end of the latest NBA season. With
a good performance here, he’'ll surely be hoping for a
bigger role in the upcoming season. He is strong, a good
defender, and always seems to hit big shots down the
stretch.

The Local - Cesare Milanti
Journalist at Eurohoops & FIBA

For the last year, every Italian basketball fan has been
thinking back to last Summer: up two points with 16
seconds left on the clock in our quarter nal vs. France,
Simone Fontecchio was at the charity stripe to close
the game. But our prayers didn’t reach the basketball
gods: 0 for two at the line, and the game was still open.
France managed to tie the game and ultimately beat us
in overtime.

Facing China, Turkey, Serbia, Greece, and Puerto Rico
in our preparation games, the Italian national team is one
of the few to win all of its training games before the most
anticipated tournament of the year.

"It's a beautiful summer” for Gianmarco Pozzecco’s
squad, as stated by Gigi Datome, who's set to retire
following the event in Manila. The 35-year-old will bring
his experience during limited minutes off the bench in
clutch time situations. He is hopeful of returning to Italy
with bronze, silver, or gold around his neck.

Simone Fontecchio, Nicolo Melli, Achille Polonara, and
Stefano Tonut are set to lead the Italian team. Marco
Spissu became our three-point specialist in moments of
danger, and the young duo of Spagnolo-Procida is about
to steal the show, while Alessandro Pajola is one of the
best on-ball defenders in Europe. Giampaolo Ricci and
Luca Severini will stretch the oor. Momo Diouf? Keep
an eye on him. He improves game by game.

Angola, the Dominican Republic, the Philippine hosts,
and the whole World Cup landscape are warned: Gli
Azzurri will be tough to face.



Unfortunately, NBA Champion and two-time MVP
Nikola Jokic is not suiting up for Serbia in this year’s
World Cup. This is a massive blow for the Serbs, but
the country based in the Balkans still boasts many
world-class players.

Besides Nikola Jokic, Coach Svetislav Pesic is also
without important players like Vasa Micic, Vladimir
Lucic, Nikola Kalinic, and the young OKC Thunder
forward Aleksej Pokusevski. Luckily, Serbia is placed
in a relatively easy group with Puerto Rico, China, and
South Sudan. Making it out of the group stage won't
be an issue. However, any chances of medals seem
unrealistic.

Not only are they ghting for their country, but Serbia
also is ghting for a spot at next year’s Olympic
Games in France. Reaching a solid spot at the World
Cup is extremely important if they are to play in the
Olympics. It will be interesting to see what The Eagles
can do with the odds stacked against them!

Star to Watch - Bogdan Bogdanovic

Bogdanovic has seen a slight decrease in production
over the last few seasons, mainly due to health. But
still, there are few scorers like the 31-year-old Atlanta
Hawks guard at this World Cup.

He'll likely have to average 20+ points per game

to keep Serbia a oat with the many absences. As
teams know this, there will be heavy focus from the
opposition to disrupt and “annoy” Bogdanovic. There
is nearly no room for errors and turnovers. The hope
of a basketball-crazy nation rests on the shoulders of
the NBA veteran.
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The Local - Nikola Stojkovic
Basketball journalist at Mozzart Sport

Before announcing the list of players available to
participate, Serbia was among the favorites to win

a medal. Since then, we have learned that we will
not be able to count on Nikola Joki , Vasilij Mici ,
Nikola Kalini , Vladimir Luci , Aleksej Pokusevski, and
several other rst-team players.

Unfortunately, that means we are no longer favorites
to grab a medal, but history has taught us this: We are
most dangerous when others underestimate us. That
was the case at MundoBasket 2014 and EuroBasket
2017. We entered Mundobasket then with a new
coach and a completely new team, while before
EuroBasket, we had problems with injuries similar to
today. We won silver medals in both tournaments.

This summer, Serbia’s main goal is to secure a direct
quali cation for the Olympic Games in Paris next

year. But it will be dif cult. Bogdan Bogdanovi is the
absolute leader of the team. He is the new captain
and has great motivation. He’s returned to the national
team for the rst time in four years.

Nikola Milutinov and Marko Guduri will also carry

a big workload. Stefan Jovi is our only true point
guard. He's important for coach PeSi . Young Miami
Heat forward Nikola Jovic is a revelation of our
preparations; he will Il an important role as well.

Due to injuries and resignations, Serbia has already
entered the process of rejuvenating the team, which is
not so bad. But a medal is far away.
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